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TRENDS IN WORLD 
ANCHOVY FISHERIES AND 
INDIA'S STATUS 

Introduction 
... Anchovies belonging to the (family Engraulidae) are 
the small pelagic fishes and constitute one of the most 
important-pelagic resources in the world. This forms about 
12.8 % of the world fish production during the years 
1996-2000. This group includes some of the world 
famous fisheries like the peruvian anchovita, Californian, 
Chilean and Japanese anchovies. Peruvian anchovita, 
Engraulis ringens is one of the most dynamic fisheries of 
the world and a classical case of how ,the fishery 
independent factors influence the resource. The economy 
of the country legends on the success of the anchovita 
fishery and failure of it puts the nation in red. Other 
important anchovies of the world are Japanese anchovy 
1.28 million tonnes. 
In India anchovies form the artisanal fisheries and a 
major source of income for the traditional fishers. During 
the last decade the resources have become vulnerable to 
the trawlers also. The impact of changing fishing pattern 
is the cause of concern in  some states. However, they 
are annual renewable resources hence their periodical 
removal is desirable to make full use of the fishery. 
World Anchovy production 
World anchovy catch varied between 5.9 (1 998) and 
14.5 million tonnes (2000) during the last five year with 
an average of about 11 million tonnes forming about 12.8 
% of the world fish production. Of the total production 
of anchovies 74.5 % came from Southern Pacific waters, 
13.1 % from northwest Pacific, 3.6 % Mediterranean and 
black sea, 2.2 % eastern Indian Ocean, 1.9 % Western 
central Pacific and 0.8 % Western Indian Ocean. 
Among the anchovies, Peruvian anchovita, Engraulis 
ringens ranked first wi th an average annual production 
of 7 .656 mi l l ion tonnes forming 72.4 % anchovy 
production followed by the Japanese anchovy E. japonicus 
with annual catch of 1.385 million tonnes forming 13.1 
%. The other important species contributing to  the 
fisheries are E. encrasicolus, 0.549 million tonnes (5.2 %), 
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